VARIOUS VIEW ON THE INTERPRETATION OF REVELATION
Preterist view is a view in Christian eschatology which holds that some or all of the biblical prophecies
concerning the Last Days refer to events which took place in the first century after Christ's birth,
especially associated with the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD. The term preterism comes from the
Latin praeter, meaning past, since this view deems certain biblical prophecies as past, or already
fulfilled. Preterism is most dramatically contrasted with Futurism, the view that most prophecies
regarding the End times, and passages referring to Last Days, Great Tribulation, and Judgment are still
future and will immediately precede the return of Christ.
The Historicist View teaches that biblical predictions are being fulfilled throughout history and continue
to be fulfilled today. The Book of Revelation is a pre-written history of the Church from the time of its
writing to the future Second Advent of Christ, which shall usher in the new heaven and new earth."
The Idealist View
The first view of Revelation is the idealist view, or the spiritual view. This view uses the allegorical
method to interpret the Book of Revelation. The allegorical approach to Revelation was introduced by
ancient church father Origen (AD 185-254) and made prominent by Augustine (AD 354-420). According
to this view, the events of Revelation are not tied to specific historical events. The imagery of the book
symbolically presents the ongoing struggle throughout the ages of God against Satan and good against
evil.
The Futurist View
The fourth view is the futurist view. This view teaches that the events of the Olivet Discourse and
Revelation chapters 4-22 will occur in the future. Futurist divide the book of Revelation into three
sections as indicated in 1:19: “what you have seen, what is now and what will take place later.” Chapter
1 describes the past (“what you have seen”), chapters 2-3 describe the present (“what is now”), and the
rest of the book describes future events (“what will take place later”).
Futurists apply a literal approach to interpreting Revelation. Chapters 4-19 refer to a period known as
the seven-year tribulation (Dan. 9:27). During this time, God’s judgments are actually poured out upon
mankind as they are revealed in the seals, trumpets, and bowls. Chapter 13 describes a literal future
world empire headed by a political and religious leader represented by the two beasts. Chapter 17
pictures a harlot who represents the church in apostasy. Chapter 19 refers to Christ’s second coming
and the battle of Armageddon followed by a literal thousand-year rule of Christ upon the earth in
chapter 20. Chapters 21-22 are events that follow the millennium: the creation of a new heaven and a
new earth and the arrival of the heavenly city upon the earth.

